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To the Senate of the United States: 

The Secretary of State has the honor to transmit to the Senate, 
in compliance with a resolution adopted by it on the 29th ultimo, 
ua copy of the joint report of the commissioners under the treaty 
of Washington, of August 9, 1842, together with a copy of the 
report of the American commissioner, transmitting the same to the 
State department. 

JAMES BUCHANAN. 
Department of State, 

Washington, August 3, 1848. 

Mr. Smith to Mr. Buchanan. 

Washington, April 20, 1848. 

Sir: In presenting to you the joint report of the commissioners, 
appointed under the treaty of Washington, of August 9, 1842, to 
survey and mark the line of boundary between the United States 
and the British provinces, which I have the honor herewith, most 
respectfully, to submit, I have to perform the painful duty of in¬ 
forming you that the maps of that line, and of the adjacent coun¬ 
try, which had been elaborately constructed by the scientific corps 
on the part of the United States, and contained upon one hundred 
sheets of drawing paper of the largest size, together with the ta¬ 
bles of the survey, have been destroyed by the conflagration of the 
building in which they were contained. This house had been oc¬ 
cupied by Major James D. Graham, the head of the scientific corps, 
and principal astronomer of the American commission, as his office, 
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until bis departure for Mexico. All the maps, drawings, and tables had 
been completed and duly authenticated by the joint commissioners, 
and were ready to be deposited with their joint report under their 
hands and seals, in the archives of this government. Of this, I 
had the honor to inform you in my letter of the 24th ultimo. 

I can hardly express the pain which this unfortunate event has 
occasioned me. But, I cannot perceive that any imputation of 
blame can properly be attached to any officer of the commission. 
The care and custody of all the work of the United States scientific 
corps were properly placed in charge of Major Graham, as the 
head of that corps, who had had the immediate direction and su¬ 
perintendence of it from the first organization of the commission. 
He required the maps and tables at his office, for reference and 
revision in the progress of the astronomical work. Upon his de¬ 
parture for Mexico, he placed Lieutenant A. W. Whipple in his 
his rooms, with an injunction to guard, with the utmost care, the 
valuable property of the commission. On the day after he left the 
city, and when, for the first time, informed of the fact, I called 
upon Lieutenant Whipple, and requested him to have all the maps, 
drawings, and tables ready to be turned over to the State Depart¬ 
ment on the following day. On the 24th ultimo, I acquainted you 
with that fact. 

No censure can possibly be attributed to Lieutenant Whipple, 
whose great care and attention to all his duties, have been, on all 
occasions, highly distinguished. He escaped from the fire with 
scarcely an article of his dress, and his loss in money and cloth¬ 
ing is at least one thousand dollars. Major Graham has lost his 
valuable library, together with personal effects to a large amount. 
The fire was communicated from the basement of the house, and 
by no effort could any thing be saved. 

There are tracings of the maps upon “tissue paper,” without the 
topography, in the State of Maine, but they are not signed by the 
commissioners. 

The field books of the engineers were, fortunately, not in Major 
Graham’s office, and are preserved. 

Duplicates of the maps, duly authenticated, have been placed in 
the British archives at London, which, although they have not the 
topography of the country so fully laid down upon them as it was 
upon our own, represent with equal exactness the survey of the 
boundary itself. Should it be deemed expedient by this govern¬ 
ment to procure copies of them, access to those archives for that 
purpose would, undoubtedly, be permitted, and the object accom¬ 
plished at small expense; and when completed, these copies could 
he authenticated by the joint commissioners, in accordance with 
the provisions of the treaty. 

I have the honor to be, with great rpspect, your obedient and 
humble servant, 

V 

ALBERT SMITH. 
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Report of the joint commission of boundary, appointed under the 

treaty of Washington, of August 9, 1842. 

The undersigned, commissioners appointed under the treaty of 
Washington, to trace and mark the boundary, as directed by that 
treaty, between the British possessions in North America and the 
United States; that is to say, James Bueknal! Bucknall Estcourt, 
lieutenant colonel in the British army, appointed commissioner by 
her Britannic Majesty, and Albert Smith, appointed commissioner 
by the President of the United States, having accomplished the 
duty assigned to them, do now, in accordance with the directions 
of the said treaty, submit the following report and the accompany¬ 
ing maps, jointly signed, to their respective governments. 

In obedience to the terms of the treaty, they met at Bangor in the 
State of Maine, on the 1st day of May, 1843, where they produced 
and verified the authority under which they each were respectively 
to act. They then adjourned, because the weather was not suffi¬ 
ciently open to take the field, to the first of the following month, 
June, and agreed to meet again at that time at Houlton. 

Accordingly, they did meet at that place and began their opera¬ 
tions. 

It may be desirable to state, at the outset, that, for the sake of 
convenience, the whole line of boundary marked by the under¬ 
signed has been divided, in the mention made of the different por¬ 
tions, into the following grand divisions, viz: 

North line, from the source of the St. Croix to the intersection 
of the St. John. 

River St. John, from the intersection of the north line to the 
mouth of the St. Francis. 

River St. Francis, from its mouth to the outlet of Lake Pohena- 
gamook. 

Southwest line, from the outlet of Lake Pohenagamook to the 
northwest branch of the St. John. 

South line, from the northwest branch to the parallel of latitude 
46° 25' on the southwest branch. 

Southwest branch, from the parallel 46° 25' to its source. 
Highlands, from the source of the southwest branch of the St. 

John to the source of Hall’s stream. 
Hall’s stream, from its source to the intersection of the line of 

Valentine and Collins. 
West line, from Hall’s stream to the St. Lawrence, near St. Re¬ 

gis, along the line of Valentine and Collins. 
To return to the narrative of operations: 
The exploring line of Colonel Bouchette and Mr. Johnson, as 

directed by the treaty, was traced from the monument at the source 
of the St. Croix to the intersection of the St. John. 

The monument found at the source of the St. Croix, as described 
in the report of Colonel Bouchette and Mr. Johnson, and the 
course of their exploring line, was traced by blazes or marks upon 
the trees. 

An old line, cut out by the assistant surveyors of Colonel Bou~ 
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chette and Mr. Johnson, was also found, which terminated about 
half a mile north of the south branch of the Meduxnekeag, where, 
by records to which the undersigned referred, they ascertained that 
it had been abandoned, because of its deviation from the exploring 
line of Colonel Bouchette and Mr. Johnson. 

After the exploration and re-marking of the north line, it was 
cut out thirty feet wide. The same was afterwards done in all 
parts where the boundary passed through woodland. After thus 
opening the north line, it was surveyed; and iron posts were 
erected at intervals to mark it. 

The general bearing of the line was rather to the west of the 
meridian of the monument at the source of the St. Croix. The 
precise line laid down by the undersigned wras determined by suc¬ 
cessive courses, of which each was made to be as long as was con¬ 
venient, provided it did not pass out of the opening of thirty feet. 

At each angle of deflection an iron monument was erected, and 
placed anglewise with the line. Other monuments were erected 
at the crossing of roads, rivers, and at every mile, commencing 
from the source of the St. Croix. Those which were not intended 
to mark angles of deflection were placed square with the line. 

At the intersection of the St. John by the north line, the river 
is deep and broad. The boundary runs up the middle channel of 
the river, as indicated by the maps, dividing the islands as follows: 

No. 1. Ryan’s island. 
No. 2. King’s island ... 
No. 3. Des Trois isles. 
No. 4. La Septieme isle.. 
No. 5. Quissibis... 
No. 6. La Grand isle. 
No. 7. Thibideau’s islands. 
No. 8. Madawaska islands. 
No. 9. Joseph Michaud’s three islands... 
No. 10. Pine island... 
No. 11. Baker’s 'I 

Turtle 
Dagle’s islands .. 
Fourth j 
Fifth J 

No. 12. Kennedy’s island. 
No. 13. Crock’s ^ 

Cranberry ^ islands. 
Gooseberry J 

No. 14. Savage’s island. 
No. 15. Wheelock’s island. 
No. 16. Caton’s island .. 
No. 17. Honeywell’s island. 
No. 18. Savage and Johnson’s island. 
No. 19. Grew’s island.. 
No. 20. Kendall’s island.. 

United States. 
United States. 
United States. 
United States. 
Great Britain. 
United States. 
United States. 
Great Britain. 
United States. 
Great Britain. 

Great Britain. 

Great Britain. 

Great Britain. 

United States. 
United States. 
United States. 
United States. 
United States. 
United States. 
Great Britain. 

The islands were distributed to Great Britain or to the United 



States, as they were found to be on the right or left of the deep 
channel. There was but one doubtful case, La Septieme isle, and 
that was apportioned to the United States, because the majority of 
the owners were ascertained to reside on the United States side of 
the river. 

Monuments were erected upon the islands, marking them 
for Great Britain or the United States, as the case may have been. 

After leaving the St. John, the boundary enters the St. Francis, 
dividing the islands at the mouth of that river in the manner shown 
in the maps. It then runs up the St. Francis, through the middle 
of the lakes upon it, to the outlet of Lake Pohenagamook, the 
third large lake from the mouth of the river. At the outlet, a 
large monument has been erected. 

In order to determine the point on the northwest branch 
to which the treaty directed that a straight line should be run from 
the outlet of Lake Pohenagamook, a survey of that stream was 
made, and also of the main St. John, in the neighborhood of the 
mouth of the northwest branch; and a line was cut between the St. 
John and the point on the northwest branch, ascertained by the sur¬ 
vey to be ten miles in the nearest direction from it, and the dis¬ 
tance was afterwards verified by chaining. 

It was ascertained, also, in accordance with the provisions of the 
treaty, by a triangulation of the country towards the Highlands di¬ 
viding the waters of the St. Lawrence and of the St. John, that 
more than seven miles intervened between the point selected on the 
northwest branch and the crest of the dividing ridge. A large iron 
monument was afterwards erected on the point thus selected, and 
the space around was cleared and sown with grass-seed. It is a 
short distance below the outlet of Lake Xshaganalshegeck. 

The outlet of. Lake Pohenagamook and the point on the north¬ 
west branch, designated by the treaty, having been thus ascertained 
and marked, in the spring of 1844, a straight line was run between 
them. Along that line, which passes entirely through forest, mon¬ 
uments were erected at every mile, at the crossings of the princi¬ 
pal streams and rivers, and at the tops of those hills where a tran¬ 
sit instrument had been set up to test the straightness of the 
line. 

As soon as the parallel of latitude 46° 25' had been determined 
on the south-west branch, in the early part of the summer of 1844, 
a straight line was drawn from the boundary point on the north¬ 
west branch to a large monument erected on the left bank of the 
southwest branch, where it is intersected by the parallel of latitude 
46° 25'. The line so drawn crosses the southwest branch once be¬ 
fore it reaches the parallel of latitude 46° 25', and at about 
half a mile distance from that parallel. There, also, a large mon¬ 
ument had been set up on the left bank. 

From the intersection of the parallel 46° 25', the boundary as¬ 
cends the southwest branch, passes through a lake near its head, 
and so up a small stream which falls into the lake from the west, 
to the source of that stream, which has been selected as the source 
of the southwest branch. 
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On the southwest branch there are two principal forks, at each 

of which two monuments have been erected; one on each bank of 
the river, immediately above the forks, and upon the branch estab¬ 
lished as the boundary. The maps point out their positions. At 
the mouth of the small stream selected as the source of the south¬ 
west branch, a monument has been erected upon a delta formed by 
two small outlets. Above those outlets three other monuments 
have been placed, at intervals, upon the same stream. 

Upon the crest of the dividing ridge, very close to the source of 
the southwest branch, a monument has been erected. It is the first 
point in the Highlands, and from it the boundary runs along the crest, 
in a southerly direction, passing near the southeastern shore of the 
Portage lake, and so on to a large monument erected on a small 
eminence on the east side of the Kenebec road. Thence it passes 
through a dwelling-house, called Tachereau’s, which was standing 
there at the time the line was run; so, by a tortuous course, it runs 
to the top of the Sandy Stream mountain; thence, inclining to the 
southwest, it runs over Hog’s Back the first, as shown in the map; 
thence towards Hog’s Back the second, which it leaves on the north 
side. Further on, at the head of Leech lake, there is a stream 
which divides its waters and flows both into Canada and into the 
United States. The boundary has been made to run up that stream 
a short distance from the fork, where the waters divide to a second 
fork; thence between the streams which unite to form that fork, 
and then to ascend again the dividing ridge. A monument has been 
erected at the fork first mentioned, where the waters divide. 

As the boundary approaches the valley of Spider river, it bends 
to the southeast, and, by a wide circuit over high and steep hills, 
it turns the head of Spider river; thence it bends to the northwest, 
until it approaches within about four miles of Lake Megantic; 
thence it turns again south, having the valley of Arnold’s river on 
the right, and of Dead river on the left. It leaves Gasford moun¬ 
tain in Canada, threads its way over very high ground between the 
head of Arnold’s river and the tributaries of the Magalloway; in¬ 
clines then to the north, to the west, over very rocky, mountainous, 
and difficult country, leaving Gipp’s Peak in the United States, 
and turns, by a sharp angle at Saddle Back, to the south. After 
that it again inclines to the west, and then to the south, and again 
to the west, and passes the head of the Connecticut. About three 
miles and a half east of the head of the Connecticut, there is a di¬ 
vision of waters similar to that desiribed near Leech lake. The 
boundary runs down a stream from near its source to the fork, 
where it divides, and then again follows the dividing ridge. The 
spot is noted on the map. 

After the boundary has passed the head of the Connecticut, it 
runs to the northwest, descending into very low, swampy ground, 
between the heads of Indian stream and the tributaries of the St. 
Francis. Thus it passes on, bending again to the south of west, 
over a high hill, to the source of Hall’s stream. 

Iron monuments have been erected at intervals along the High¬ 
lands, from the source of the southwest branch of the St. John to 
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the source of HalPs stream; the position of each of which is shown 
upon the maps. 

From the source of HalPs stream the boundary descends that 
river, dividing the islands, which are, however, merely unimportant 
alluvial deposites, in the manner indicated by the maps, until it 
reaches the intersection of that stream by the line formerly run by 
Yalentine and Collins as the 45° of north latitude. 

At that point a large monument has been erected on the right, 
and a small one on the left bank of the stream. Monuments have 
also been erected along the bank of this stream, as indicated on the 
mans. 

The line of Yalentine and Collins was explored and found by 
the blazes still remaining in the original forest. 

Upon cutting into those blazes, it was seen, that, deep seated in 
the tree, there was a scar; the surface of the original blaze slightly 
decayed; and, upon counting the rings, (which indicate each year’s 
growth of the tree,) it was found that the blazes dated back to 
1772-’3, and ’4. The line of Yalentine and Collins was run in 
1771,-’2,-’3, and 4. The coincidence of the dates of the blazes 
with those of the above line, confirmed by the testimony of the 
people of the country, satisfied the undersigned that the line they 
had found was that mentioned in the treaty. Along this portion 
of the boundary, which is known as the 45th° of Yalentine and 
Collins, and which extends from HalPs stream to St. Regis, there 
are several interruptions to the blazes, in those parts where clear¬ 
ings have been made; and there the authentic marks of the precise 
situation of the old line have been lost In those cases, the under¬ 
signed have drawn the 'boundary line straight from the original 
blazes on the one side of a clearing to the original blazes on the 
other side of the same clearing. 

It cannot be positively stated that the line, as it has been traced 
through those clearings, precisely coincides with the old line; 
but the undersigned believe that it does not differ materially from 
it; nor have they had the means of determining a nearer or a surer 
approximation. 

Along this line, at every point of deflection, an iron monument 
has been erected; also, at the crossing of rivers, lakes, and roads. 
Those which mark deflections are placed, as on the “north line,” 
anglewise with the line; all the others are placed square with it. 
The maps show the position of each. 

On the eastern shore of Lake Memphremagog, an astronomical 
station was established; and, on a large flat rock of granite, which 
happened to lie between the astronomical station and tbe boun¬ 
dary, was cut the following inscription: 
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British boundary commission. 

Capt. Robinson. 
Astronomical station 

422 feet north. 

Meridian line. 
-•- 

Boundary line 
595 feet south. 

August, 1845. 

A mark was cut upon the stone, as indicated by the dot upon 
the meridian line above, from which these measurements were 
made. 

At Rouse’s Point, a monument of wrought stone was set up, at 
the intersection of the boundary by the meridian of the transit in¬ 
strument used there by Major Graham; and an inscription was cut 
upon it, stating the latitude and longitude, the name of the ob¬ 
server and his assistant, the names of the commissioners, and the 
territories divided. 

To mark the position of the instruments used at the following 
astronomical stations along the west line, two monuments, within 
a few feet of each other, have been erected at each station, and 
they have been placed on the boundary line due north or south of 
the instrument, as the case may have been. 

The stations are— 
Lake Memphremagog, 
Richford, 
John McCoy’s, 
Trout river. 

The boundary along the west line, though very far from being a 
straight line, is generally about half a mile north of the true par¬ 
allel of latitude 45°, from Hall’s stream to Rouse’s Point. At 
about twenty-eight miles west of Rouse’s Point it, however, 
crosses that parallel to the south, until it reaches Chateaugay river, 
where it bends northwards, and, crossing the parallel again, about 
four miles east of St. Regis, it strikes the St. Lawrence one hun¬ 
dred and fifty-one feet north of 45p. At that point, a large monu¬ 
ment has been erected, on the bank of the St. Lawrence. Two 
large monuments have also been erected—one on either side of the 
river Richelieu, near Rouse’s Point. 

No marks of the old line were to be found about St. Regis. It 
was, therefore, agreed to run a line due west from the last blaze 
which should be found in the woods, on the east side of St. Regis. 
That blaze occurred about one mile east of the St. Regis river. 

The maps, which exhibit the boundary on a scale of four inches 
to one statute mile, consist of sixty-two consecutive sheets of an¬ 
tiquarian paper, as constructed by the British, and of sixty-one, as 
constructed by the American commission. A general map has 
also been constructed on a scale of eight miles to one inch, by the 
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British, and of ten miles to one inch,.by the American commission, 
upon which the beforementioned sheets are represented. 

The following portions of the boundary have been laid down by 
the British commission, on detached maps, on a scale of twelve 
inches to one mile, w7hich have been signed by both commissioners: 

Grand falls of the St. John, including the intersection of that 
river by the north line. 

Islands of the St. John. 
The outlet of Lake Pohenagamook. 
The turning point of the boundary on the northwest branch of 

the St. John. 
The intersection of the southwest branch by the parallel of lati¬ 

tude 46° 25'. 
The source of the southwest branch. 
The source of Hall’s stream. 
The intersection of Hall’s stream by the west line. 
Rouse’s point. 
St. Regis. 
Derby. 
But similar maps have not been prepared by the American com¬ 

mission, because, during the interval between the finishing of the 
maps of the British commission and those of the American, it was 
thought that the maps already constructed, upon a scale of four 
inches to one mile, represented the boundary with sufficient clear¬ 
ness and accuracy. 

The astronomical observations were begun at the Grand Falls, 
early in June, 1843, and were carried up the St. John river to the 
northwest branch by a chain of stations, which, together with the 
results obtained, are tabulated in the appendix accompanying this 
report. 

From the valley of the St. John, an astronomical connexion was 
made with Quebec, and thence to Montreal, and so to Rouse’s point. 
From Rouse’s point, a connexion was obtained with Cambridge 
University, near Boston. 

The astronomical stations on the wrest line were— 
Intersection of Hall’s stream by the wTest line, 
Lake Memphremagog, 
Rich ford, 
Rouse’s point, 
John McCoy’s, 
Trout river, 
St. Regis. 
Latitude was also obtained at an astronomical station, established 

for the purpose, at the head of the Connecticut. 
Volumes containing the astronomical observations of both com¬ 

missions are herewith submitted. From them, it will be observed, 
that the results for absolute longitude, obtained by the British and 
American astronomers, do not agree. It being a difference in no 
way affecting the survey of the boundary line, the undersigned do 
not feel called upon to attempt to reconcile it. The data upon 

2 
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which those results are based, may be seen in the volumes of ob¬ 
servations accompanying this report. 

In the appendix will be found, in a tabular form, the following: 

An abstract of the 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

survey of the boundary along 
do. do. do. 
do. do. do. 
do. do. do. 
do. do. . do. 

the north line. 
S. W. line, 
south line. 
Highlands, 
west line. 

The position of the monuments erected on the southwest branch 
of the St. John, and on Hall’s stream. 

The distribution of the islands of the St. John, and the monu¬ 
ments on them. 

The guide lines and offsets run by each commission for the sur¬ 
vey of the Highlands. 

The azimuths of verification for the survey of the Highlands. 
The latitudes and longitudes obtained from the astronomical ob¬ 

servations. 
The comparative longitudes obtained, and the methods used for 

the purpose. 
Upon comparing the maps of the two commissions, it will be 

seen that the American commission numbers two monuments more 
than the British. Those are to be found, one on the “ Fourth is¬ 
land,” in the river St. John, and the other on the Highlands, be¬ 
tween the source of the S. W. branch of the river St. John and the 
Kennebec road. 

On the maps of the British commission, representing the “West 
line,” the name of the town of “ Derby” has been improperly 
placed north of the line, instead of south of it. Also, on the 
same maps, the direction of Salmon river, near the western extrem¬ 
ity of the “West line,” has been incorrectly laid down from the 
boundary line northwards. A direction has been given to it north¬ 
easterly, instead of northwesterly. 

The above two corrections the British commissioner is author¬ 
ized to make on his maps, after his return to England. 

To avoid unnecessary delay in making their joint report, the 
undersigned have attached their signatures to the maps, although 
the lettering of some of the astronomical stations upon the maps 
of the American commission, as wrell as the alterations before men¬ 
tioned in the maps of the British commission, are yet to be made. 
But in the maps of both, the boundary has been laid down accu¬ 
rately and definitively; and the undersigned engage that it shall 
not be altered in any respect. 

In conclusion, the undersigned have the honor to report, that 
the line of boundary described in the foregoing statement has 
been run, marked, and surveyed, and the accompanying maps faith¬ 
fully constructed from that survey. 

The undersigned take leave to add, that the most perfect har¬ 
mony has subsisted between the two commissions, from first to 
last, and that no differences have arisen between the undersigned 
in the execution of the duties entrusted to them. 
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Signed and sealed in duplicate, at the city of Washington, this 

twenty-eighth day of June, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-seven. 

J. B. BUCKNALL ESTCOURT, Lt. Col. [seal.] 
, H. B. M. Commissioner. 
ALBERT SMITH, [seal.] 

United States Commissioner. 

Note.—The astronomical computations of the American com¬ 
mission not being completed, and it being unnecessary to defer the 
signing of the report on that account, the American commis¬ 
sioner engages to transmit them, with any other papers or tables 
not yet finished, as soon as they shall be so, to the British com¬ 
missioner, through the American minister resident in London, to 
whom, upon delivery of the documents, the British commissioner 
will give a receipt, to be transmitted to the American commis¬ 
sioner. 

J. B. BUCKNALL ESTCOURT, Lt. Col. [seal.] 
H. B. M. Commissioner of Boundary. 

ALBERT SMITH, [seal.] 
United States Commissioner. 
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